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Building Control
Site Inspection Guide
This guide lists the most common inspections for domestic extensions, conversions and alterations some or all of which will be applicable to the building work you are carrying out. We will need to carry out the required inspections before that part of the work is covered up.
If your building work is more complex further elements not listed may also need to be inspected; if so you will be advised by the inspecting surveyor prior to reaching that stage. Some elements may be inspected during the same visit or require more than one visit
	ADDRESS:

	REFERENCE:

	INSPECTING OFFICER:

	TEL:


General Office Contact details:

London Borough of Harrow

Building Control Service

PO Box 37, HA3 3QZ
Tel: 020 8736 6058
E-mail: bcontrol@harrow.gov.uk
Web: www.harrow.gov.uk/buildingcontrol
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Inspections:


Column A Surveyor ( inspections required

Column B owner/builder ( when inspection made

        A  B

1.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Commencement: notify building control office at least 1 day before your building 
                      
work starts; arrange first inspection (generally for foundations).
2.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Foundation Excavations: inc. trenches, bases, piles & ground beams.

3.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Foundation concrete: may be inspected at DPC level.
4.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Setting out (critical dimensions only), any variations from planning permissions 


will be reported to Planning Enforcement
5.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Wall Damp Proof Course (DPC): bedded and linked into existing if applicable. 

6.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Drainage: new and altered foul & surface water drain runs/branches (inc 



bedding), manholes/inspection chambers, soakaways, water/air testing.
7.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ground Floor: blinded hardcore, damp proof membrane (DPM), insulation. 


Ducts to maintain any existing underfloor ventilation.
8.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Suspended Ground Floor: oversite, joists/beams/slab, insulation, airbricks, 


boarding.
9.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Walls: brick/block type, fixing to existing structure, lintels, wall ties, cavity 



insulation & closers, insulated linings, lateral restraint straps.
10.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Windows/Doors: sealed units, frame type, safety glass, ventilation/means of 


escape provision, protection from falling.
11.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Beams & Padstones: inc. any cleats/bolts/welds, packing, cladding/fire 



resistance.
12.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Upper Floors: joists, noggings, hangers, restraint straps, insulation, boarding, 


ceiling lining (after inspection of exposed structure), partition supports, + 



associated stairs.
13.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Flat Roofs: joists, noggings, firings, wallplates, hangers, vertical restraint straps, 


decking, insulation, felt/covering, chippings, ceiling lining (after inspection of 


exposed structure), flashings, ventilation where required. 
14.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pitched Roofs: Rafters, purlins, struts, ceiling joists, wallplates, binders, vertical 


restraint straps, felt, tiles, flashings, insulation, ventilation, ceiling lining (after 


inspection of  exposed structure).

15.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Above Ground Drainage/Waste Plumbing: soil & vent pipes, waste pipes, 


traps, testing witnessed by Building Control
16.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ventilation: mechanical extract vents, passive vents, ducts. background vents.
17.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Electrical Installations (domestic): confirmation of installer (Part P registered), 


installation certificate. 

18.  FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Final Inspection: within 5 days of completion of the building work, prior to 


occupation. All necessary certificates, as requested, should be available, and test made.

When you require an inspection, please contact our Building Control General Office, 
tel: 020 8736 6058, e-mail: bcontrol@harrow.gov.uk; preferably at least one working day before the inspection is required, however every effort will be made to inspect the same day if required, so that you are not held up. You may also contact the surveyor named on the front of this leaflet in order to arrange the inspection.
If in any doubt, please contact this office before covering any element of the work up, in order to avoid having to expose the work at a later date.

If you are working to a Full Plans application, after the first inspection, you or your Client will be invoiced for the agreed inspection charge if applicable. If an excessive number of inspections are necessary due to re-inspection of non-compliant work, this Authority reserves the right to make an additional charge.
Points to Consider:

· If you are working to a Full Plans application that has been approved, the submitted specification and details have been checked and considered compliant with the Building Regulations. If however, the Full Plans application has not been approved, the specification and details may not be compliant with the Building Regulations, and so you will be working at your own risk. The Inspecting Surveyor will advise you of any immediately apparent non compliant work, but some issues may not become apparent until further details have been received and checked.
· If you are working to a Building Notice, in the same manner, you will also be working at your own risk. You are therefore advised to seek professional advice regarding the design, unless you are clear about the requirements in order to fully comply with the Building Regulations. 
· Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the person carrying out the work to comply with the Building Regulations, Harrow Building Control cannot be responsible for their actions. The Inspecting Surveyor will however endeavour to assist you in meeting the requirements.
· The purpose of our inspections is to confirm compliance with the Building Regulations. The Inspecting Surveyor cannot act in the capacity of a ‘Clerk of Works’, a Designer, or a Contracts Manager. The Surveyor will generally check the basic setting out on behalf of our Planning Department (critical dimensions only), as building work proceeds for extensions, but you are advised that it is your responsibility to comply with any further requirements relating to the Planning Acts and the Party Wall etc Act. 

· This office also cannot enter into any issues relating to boundary disputes and encroachment. You are however advised to ensure no part of the building, including foundations, gutters and copings etc, project beyond the boundary unless you have permission for it to do so.
· Ensure that the building work is carried out in a safe manner in order to prevent injury on around the site and damage to property and adjacent property. Claims can be costly.
· Building can be a dirty, noisy business – please consider the neighbours.

Final Inspection and Issue of Completion Certificate:
Once a satisfactory final inspection has been made, the inspection charge paid, and copies all relevant certificates etc received, a Final Completion Certificate will be sent to the owner of the property, generally within one week.

Remember:

Please contact our Building Control office if you wish to:-

· Arrange an inspection of your building work.
· Vary any of the work on site detailed on the approved/submitted plans.
· Are unsure of the Building Regulations process and procedures.

· Have a problem with your building work that you cannot resolve.

General Office Contact details:

London Borough of Harrow

Building Control Service

PO Box 37, HA3 3QZ
Tel: 020 8736 6058
E-mail: bcontrol@harrow.gov.uk
Web: www.harrow.gov.uk/buildingcontrol
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