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THE A to Z of SCHOOL COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
Requirements of the Education Acts

TWENTY-SIX QUESTIONS and ANSWERS

For HARROW COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Despite mainly changes in education in all aspects of the curriculum, the statutory requirements for Collective Worship have remained the same since 1988. It remains the duty of the head teacher to ensure that it is happening in some form on a daily basis.  This document attempts to answer questions about collective worship.
A
Is collective worship the same as an assembly?

Assembly and collective worship have different functions.  Collective worship is part of a school’s provision of balanced and broadly based experiences to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils.  It is particularly concerned with spiritual, moral and cultural development.  An assembly is one means of communication within a school.  This document addresses the nature of collective worship, which may or may not run concurrently with an assembly.

B
What is collective worship?

Collective worship is where pupils of different beliefs and attitudes assemble as a body to share values and experiences and have time for personal reflection. It is not the same as corporate worship, where participants share the same faith.

C
How does collective worship benefit your school?

Collective worship is a valuable and necessary extension of what goes on in the classroom and the wider school.  By focussing on spiritual, moral and cultural qualities (both stated and hidden) that a school considers important, collective worship can help strengthen a sense of belonging in pupils and staff, as well as reflecting the aims and values of the school.  Links can be built with the surrounding community and proper recognition given to religious festivals that are important to people in the school.

D
What do we need to do to ensure that our collective worship meets statutory requirements?
The school should provide opportunities to celebrate common elements at their most profound level.  Those conducting worship need to consider:
· physical conditions which are conducive to worship and reflection and a means of giving collective worship its own identity;

· a variety of approaches, in some of which every pupil will share

· opportunities for thought, silence and prayer;

· appropriate language and explanations which enable all pupils to understand the contents and intentions of each part of collective worship;

· ways in which pupils might understand the special status given by religions to God / the Transcendent, to religious leaders and prophets and to artefacts used in worship.

E
Can collective worship take the place of religious education (RE)?

No.  A school must provide opportunities for the teaching of Religious Education to all registered pupils according to the local education authority agreed syllabus, as well as collective worship.  Some schools make helpful links between the two, so that they complement each other.

F
How often should collective worship take place?

Collective worship must take place every day.

G
When should collective worship take place?

Collective worship can be arranged at any time during the day.

H 
Where will collective worship take place?

In Community Schools it must be held on school premises.  Any acts of worship held away from school premises, e.g. carol services in church, must be in addition to the statutory daily collective worship.

I
Who will attend collective worship?

All registered pupils, but not necessarily those in nurseries or special schools, for whom separate arrangements can be made.  There must be a single act of worship for all pupils, or separate acts for pupils in different school groups (or combination of groups) in which they are taught or take part in other school activities.  It does not mean groups reflecting particular religious beliefs.  (See question W).  Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or some collective worship and this right is safeguarded for teachers.

J
Who is responsible for collective worship?

In Community Schools responsibility for arranging collective worship rests with the headteacher after consultation with the governing body.  In Voluntary Aided and Foundation Schools responsibility rests with the governing body in consultation with the headteacher.  If the headteacher has exercised the right to withdraw from collective worship (see question I), s/he retains responsibility for seeing that collective worship is carried out appropriately, through delegation to a suitable person to fulfil this role.
K 
Who will lead collective worship?
Collective worship may be organised and led by any groups or individuals from within the school or community, provided the headteacher is satisfied regarding their ability, intention and preparation for such a task.  Anyone who leads collective worship should be aware of the sensitive and complex issues involved.

L
What do the Education Acts require with regard to the style of collective worship?

The Acts say that schools should organise collective worship that is “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”, as is appropriate for the ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds of the pupils involved.  It is not intended to promote any particular faith or denomination, although aspects of these may arise in collective worship, but to give pupils experience of a time of coming together to reflect on important issues of life and the community.

M
What do we mean by collective worship that is of a broadly Christian character? 

‘Broadly Christian’ worship need not contain only Christian material, provided that, taken as a whole, it reflects traditions of Christian beliefs in ways that are relevant to the circumstances of the school and pupils.  In Community Schools it should not be narrowly interpreted nor replicate corporate worship in churches or chapels.  Many topics fall within the scope of “broadly Christian worship”, such as awe, wonder, reverence for God, the purpose of life and the way to treat other people.  Under “broadly Christian” would be all current good practice such as schools creating educational experiences of a broadly spiritual nature in which fundamental beliefs are meditated upon and celebrated.  It permits occasions to relate the acts of celebration to contributions by pupils arising out of their experiences and work in different curricular subjects, ranging from sensitive insights in art, poetry and history to wonder and thankfulness for physical powers, technical skills or positive scientific discoveries.  Since attendance is not voluntary, there should be no attempt to coerce them into saying or doing anything which might be alien to their own faith.

N
Must all collective worship reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief?

No.  The Acts state that it is not necessary for every act of worship to reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief, as described in the last paragraph, provided that within each school term, the majority does so.

O
What about collective worship not “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”?

The choice of material for such collective worship is at the discretion of the school, taking into account the pupils’ circumstances.  It may be appropriate to introduce topics derived from world faiths or address issues that relate to human values.  In short, the riches of our multi-faith, multi-cultural community are at the disposal of schools for collective worship.

  P
So how could collective worship be organised in any one term?

Collective worship over a term might consist of:

· Christian material alone:

“Wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”

· Material drawn from Christianity and other faiths:

“Wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”

· Material derived from faiths other than Christianity:

“Wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”

· Materials of a general spiritual or moral nature:

“Wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”.

To fulfil the requirements of the Acts, the majority should derive from worship that is “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”.

Q
What range of faith communities is likely to be found in our school?

Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Rastafarian, Sikh and Zoroastrian groups are active in Harrow.  There may also be adherents of other faiths.  The local branch of the British Humanist Association is represented on SACRE and promotes the interests of those of non-religious beliefs.

R
What about prayer in a multi-faith community?

Schools may arrange for prayer in the following ways:

· There is a time for general reflection and silent thought on the theme of the worship.  When this occurs, in order to fulfil the law, it might be useful to say, “If it is your custom, you might like to offer a silent prayer to God about….”

· A prayer is said or read of a general nature, addressed to “Lord” and finishing without any reference to a specific faith.

· A prayer from a specific faith is said/read by an adherent of that faith, pupil or staff.  This could be prefixed with an introduction, e.g. this is a prayer that is important to Christians / Hindus / Jews / Muslims; this is a prayer that Christians say at Christmas; this is a mantra that Hindus might hear in the temple; this is a prayer that Jews say at Passover, etc.  Those present can listen and learn or make their own prayer, as they wish.

S
What is meant by giving consideration to circumstances relating to the family backgrounds of the pupils and their ages and aptitudes?

Collective worship should be planned to take account of the ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds of the pupils present in the school, for example the families’ religious commitments (if any).  These factors will help headteachers to decide the extent to which collective worship will be of a “broadly Christian” character and the ways in which the “broadly Christian” acts of worship wil be made relevant to the circumstances of all pupils.  If collective worship that is “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”, as described in question M, is inappropriate for a school, the headteacher, with the agreement of governors, who are advised to seek the views of parents, may apply to the Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE) for permission, called a “Determination”:

· not to implement the requirement for “broadly Christian” worship;
· to provide alternative religious worship either for the whole school or any class or description of pupils in attendance, e.g. pupils of a particular faith community.

T
What is meant by a “Determination”?

A “Determination” is SACRE’s response in writing to a headteacher’s request for a variation in the requirement that collective worship is “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”.  The request can be for all or some of the pupils and can cover any occasion, from one act of worship a year, to all acts of worship.  SACRE will consider the request against relevant circumstances relating to the pupils’ family backgrounds and proposed plans for collective worship and will either accept or reject the school’s request, since it cannot modify it.  It is up to the school to decide the nature of the alternative collective worship, which may be distinctive of a particular faith or religion, but not any denomination within that faith or religion.

U
How do we apply for a “Determination”?

An application form is enclosed with this guidance. You can an electronic form from the Chair of Harrow SACRE (available from Harrow Council).  It should be returned to the Harrow SACRE Clerk, Harrow Council, P.O. Box 22, Civic Centre, Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 2UW, or sacre@harrow.gov.uk .  There is no need to give details of proposals for alternative collective worship.  The application will be considered at the meeting of SACRE following its receipt.  SACRE meetings are held once a term.

V
Does a “Determination” last forever?

No.  A “Determination” is valid for five years after which time a further application needs to be made.  SACRE will notify a school when the time for a further application approach.  A ‘Determination’ can be terminated at any time at the request of a school.

W
What might be the nature of collective worship in a school which has a ‘Determination’?

Whole school or whole group worship might be arranged giving equal emphasis to the faiths represented in the school.  Or a school may wish to organise occasions for pupils to worship in their faith groups.
X
What are the faith assemblies that some Harrow Schools arrange?

Harrow SACRE has in the past supported a scheme whereby schools can arrange for acts of worship in faith groups.  This will not happen every day or every week, but as often as the school feels appropriate, perhaps once a term or once a year.  On the designated day, pupils meet in faith groups, led by a member of the faith community.  The worship would not be distinctive of any group or denomination within a faith.  Prior parental consultation is essential, and pupils and parents would decide which group the pupils attend.  There could be a community group for those who require no particular religious orientation.  Participation in the scheme requires a “Determination” from SACRE since pupils would not meet in their normal school groups.

Y
What is the best way to plan collective worship?

Planning for the individual act of worship?

The Association of Religious Education Inspectors, Advisers and Consultants (AREIAC) recommend that good practice would include at least five of the following ingredients in any act of collective worship.  Particularly important elements are underlined.

· An appropriate atmosphere, preparing for an occasion that is different from other times of the day.

· Music or artefacts to lend atmosphere and enhance meaning.

· A reading or story from a holy book.

· A reading of a spiritual, moral nature.

· A meditation or prayer involving mention of the Transcendent (God).

· Explanation and follow-up from a reading or current issue, highlighting a particular value and confirming the school community.

· Pupil participation.

· Visiting speaker from a faith / local group.

· Drama on a spiritual theme.

· Celebration of achievements.

· Celebration of a religious festival.

· Celebration of a community festival.

· A prayer from one of the faiths represented in the school.

Z
Do we need to keep records of collective worship?

A headteacher and governing body may be required to provide information about collective worship in the school, so it would be useful to keep records.  In addition this would facilitate long term planning.  Records can be brief, e.g. entering the date, group, topic and main activity in a logbook.

An example of themes for an academic year (dates of festivals move each year)
ASSEMBLIES FOR 20XX-XX

	AUTUMN:
	SPRING:
	SUMMER:

	WEEK:
	THEME FOR THE WEEK:
	WEEK:
	THEME FOR THE WEEK:
	WEEK:
	THEME FOR THE WEEK:

	31-08-
	We are all special at xxxxxx
	04-01-
	RSPB Bird Watch 
	11-04-
	National Pet Month

April 1 - May 5

	07-09-
	SEAL- New Beginnings
	11-01-
	SEAL- Going for Goals
	18-04-
	Queen’s Birthday (21)

	14-09-
	Rosh Hashanah
	18-01-
	We Have Hope
	25-04-
	St George’s Day – Why we love England 

	21-09-
	Eid Al Adha
	25-01-
	Telling the Truth/Justice
	02-05-
	Ramadan

	28-09-
	National Poetry Day  

	01-02-
	Parable: Lost Coin/Sheep/Son
	09-05-
	Marie Curie and Husband awarded Nobel Prize

	05-10-
	Yom Kippur

Black History Month
	08-02-
	Safer Internet Day 
Chinese New Year 
	16-05-
	Walk to School Week

	12-10-
	Navratri
	15-02-
	Half Term
	23-05-
	SEAL- Relationships

	19-10-
	Diwali (23 Oct)
	22-02-
	Pancakes and Lent
	  30-5-
	Half Term

	26-10-
	Half Term
	29-02-
	Mothering Sunday
	06-06-
	D-day

	02-11-
	Firework safety
	07-03-
	People Who Show Courage
	13-06-
	Resilience

	9-11-
	Diwali (11th Nov)
	14-03-
	Science week
	20-06-
	Road safety week and recycle week

	16-11-
	 Anti-bullying
	21-03-
	Respect for those who help us
	27-06-
	Listening to others 

	23-11-
	Preparing for advent (29)
	28-03-
	Easter
	11-07-
	Emmeline Pankhurst Day

	30-11-
	E Safety focus
	
	
	18-07-
	The Next Step

	07-12-
	Hanukkah
	
	
	
	

	14-12-
	Christmas
	
	
	
	


Include: Religious events; national awareness weeks; awe and wonder; SMSC opportunities; celebration themes; SEAL themes; Stewardship, reciprocity
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Appendix

To the Headteacher……………………………………………………………………….School

I AGREE / DO NOT AGREE

  (Please cross out what does not apply)

to the proposal that………………………………………..School should apply to the Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE) for permission to vary the requirement that collective worship should be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character by organising daily collective worship that is……………………………………………………………..
(summarize how you propose to organise collective worship)

I understand that this would enable the school to arrange collective worship that is 

suitable for all pupils.

Signed……………………………………………………………………………..Parent / Carer

	Name of pupil(s)


	

	Faith of family (if any).  Leave blank if the family does not follow a religious faith
	


Thank you for your help. 

  Dear

In non-denominational community schools the Governing Body is required to ensure the provision of a daily act of collective worship in which all pupils take part (unless withdrawn at the request of parents) and which is “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character.” Education Reform Act 1988, Section 7, Sub Section 1.

Many schools make provision for collective worship, which meets this statutory requirement, through an approach which is educational, inclusive of children’s family backgrounds and contributes positively to pupils’ spiritual development. Alternatively, schools may decide to apply to SACRE to ‘determine’ whether it is appropriate to lift the requirement for collective worship which is “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character.”

Harrow SACRE has recently reviewed its procedures for scrutinising an application for a determination. We enclose the new proforma, which requires the headteacher and Governing Body to:

· provide information about the faith backgrounds of pupils;

· indicate the extent of withdrawals from collective worship as it is currently provided;

· consult and provide summaries of the responses of pupils and parents;

· provide examples of policy and planning for collective worship.

If, after a review of current provision and of the voice of the school community, the Governing Body decides to apply for a determination, the completed form, accompanied by the documentation SACRE has requested, should be returned to the Chair of SACRE.

When an application for a determination has been submitted, will confirm the date of the SACRE meeting at which it will be considered.  In the past, applications were submitted and the headteachers attended SACRE to provide additional information and to exemplify, with a presentation, their school’s approach to collective worship. As a result, our processes for considering an application for a determination, include an expectation that the school will attend the relevant SACRE meeting and give a presentation. Please contact alison.stowe@virginmedia.com if you require further information.

Yours sincerely,
Alison Stowe

Chair, Harrow SACRE
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	1.
Name and address of school

	2.
Name of Headteacher

	3.
Name of Chair of the Governing Body

	4.
What is the reason for this application for a determination?

	5.
Which faith groups are represented in your school? Please give approximate percentages.

	Bah’ai
	Sikh

	Buddhist
	Zoroastrian

	Christian (Christian denominations include Baptist, Catholic, Church of England, Methodist, Orthodox, Pentecostal)
	Other

	Hindu
	Humanist/Atheist/Agnostic

	Jain
	Not known

	Jewish
	

	Muslim
	


	6.
How have the discussions of the Governing Body been involved in this application?

Please include with this application documentation which relates to their decision to apply to SACRE for a determination (eg extracts from GB minutes)

	7.
How has the Governing Body consulted staff, parents and pupils?

Please include, with this application, samples of questionnaires and explanatory letters used in your consultation process.

	8.
Please summarise the responses of the groups which were consulted.

What proportion of the following groups have:

	Have expressed a view
	Support the application

	School staff
	

	Governors
	

	Parents
	

	Pupils
	

	9. a)
Numbers of pupils currently withdrawn from collective worship

b) Analysis of the faith backgrounds of these pupils/families.

c) Summary of reasons provided by parents for these withdrawals


	10. For which groups are you making this application?

*please delete as appropriate and provide the requested information

a) This application is for a determination to include all the pupils of the school*

b) This application is for a determination to provide collective worship in religious groups*

* Please identify the religious groups for which this application is made. (It cannot be distinctive of a particular denomination)

	11.  Please submit the following information with your application:

a) Collective Worship policy

b) A term’s overview of planning for collective worship (eg the themes and events)

c) 3 examples of planned acts of collective worship

d) An analysis of how collective worship contributes to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

	12.
Signed

…………………………………………………….
Headteacher

…………………………………………………….
Chair of Governors

……………………………………………………
Date


Example of briefing to faith community leaders

By a school which organises faith assemblies

(See question X)

The faith assembly will take place at…………School on…………... (give date and time).

The theme on this occasion is……………… (give the theme, e.g. relationships).  Below are details of the school and the occasion.  Please contact the school if you have any further queries.

The School

The faith assembly takes place at……………………..School (school name, address and telephone number).  The Headteacher is …………….and your contact for the faith assembly is………… (if a different person).  The children involved in the faith assembly are aged……….. (complete as appropriate).  The school is a richly diverse community with many faiths and cultures represented.

The Faith Assemblies

The Faith Assemblies take place…. (e.g. once a term) and visitors are invited to lead the faith groups in worship.  Children are allocated to faith groups following consultation with their families.  All the children in a group will have a common faith, e.g. Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, although they may come from different sections or denominations within that faith.  During the worship time faith groups proceed as is usual and comfortable for them during worship in their own communities.  Pupils may cover their heads or remove shoes as there may be prayers, readings etc. in whichever language is appropriate.  As the children may be of mixed denominations, it is important that central aspects of the faith are addressed rather than those that are particular to one denomination or group.  Children whose families wish for an assembly with no particular faith orientation join the community group.  Some parents may wish their children to have a greater understanding of other faiths.  Where parents request this, the children will be permitted to join a different faith group.

The Theme

Each faith assembly should have a theme to establish a meeting point between the groups.  The prayers, readings, talks etc. focus on the theme in a way that is most appropriate for the faith.  Leaders often find that artefacts (e.g. aids to worship, books, pictures, models, etc.) help the children to understand and participate.  After the faith worship the children often meet in the main hall so that each group can present an idea from their worship to everyone else.

Organisation (Example)

9.00 - 9.15am
Refreshments for faith leaders in the Headteacher’s office

9.15 - 9.30am
Children move to the hall for an introduction to the faith assemblies by the Headteacher.  Teachers who will supervise faith worship meet with faith leaders to finalise plans.

9.30 - 9.50am
Faith leaders conduct worship on the chosen theme.  Teachers keep a supervisory eye on the children.

9.50 -10.05am
Faith leaders and teachers organise a five minute back, with the faith leaders suggesting what should be reported and the teachers advising how this might be done.  Children showing a picture or artefact is a useful way sharing ideas as is a verse from scripture/a poem/prayer/hymn/song/chant/ that can be performed by the whole group.  Faith leaders and teachers can join in, if appropriate.

10.10 -10.50am
Each faith group gives its 3-minute report back.

While pupils go to break, visitors are invited for refreshments in the staff-room.

A schedule will be available on the day, giving details of groups, rooms, visitors and teachers.  Strict adherence to the schedule would be appreciated.

Thank you for your help.

This format would also suit an afternoon collective worship and workshop session.

EXAMPLES OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

IN THE SCHOOL
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Blend in opportunities for participation, seeing something from anew angle and above all times of reflection.  The following would be rich resources of spiritual development:

	Achievement and Talent

Animals

Autumn and Harvest

Awe and Wonder

Barriers

Beauty

Beginnings

Big and Small

Blindness and Sight

Books

Bridges

Candles

Caring for others

Celebration

Change

Children

Choices and Decisions

Circles

Colours

Communication

Courage

Creation

Day and Night

Discovery

Dreams and visions

East & West

Education and Learning

Exploration
	Festivals

Finding Your Way

Food and Fasting

Food For Thought

Freedom

Giving and Receiving

Giving Up and Going On

The Global Village

Good and Evil

Green

Handicap and Hardship

Hands

Head, Heart and Hands

Helping Hands

Heroes and Heroines

Home and Away

Home and Family

Journeys

Key People

Keys

Light and Dark

Loving My Neighbour

The Natural World

New Life

Number One

Old and Young

Peace 



	Pride and Humility

Proverbs and Sayings

Roots

School and Community

Science and Discovery

Spring

Stepping Stones

Stumbling Blocks

Strength and Weakness

Summer Reflections

Taking Risks

A Time For Everything

Turning Points

Us and Them

Victory and Defeat

Voices From The Past

Water

Ways Of Seeing

Wealth and Riches

What’s It Worth?

Why Are We Here?

Windows

Winning and Losing

Words

The World About Us

Writings

Youth and Old Age

You And Me




SUGGESTIONS FOR SCHOOL-BASED IN-SERVICE TRAINING ON

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

IN COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

These suggestions could be adapted for In-service Training in Nurseries, Primary Schools and High Schools.

Organise a “planning for collective worship” session, when assemblies could be planned for various groups, e.g. the whole school, year groups or class groups.

Check that each assembly that is planned contains at least five of the following elements which would contribute to statutory collective worship and an occasion that offers good opportunities for spiritual development.

· A special atmosphere created by music, a focal point and quiet entry

· A high point, e.g. an element of surprise or amazement

· Opportunity to see something from another point of view

· Explicit material about religious festivals and their meaning

· Explicit material about aspects of religion, e.g. beliefs, creation, key figures, the nature of God, human nature

· Explicit material about shared values, e.g. care of the environment, human responsibility, inspiration, love, caring, compassion, justice, co-operation, sharing, self-sacrifice, peace, freedom.  Within these themes lie others that explore the darker side of being human, e.g. betrayal, doubt, conflict, oppression, exploitation, exile

· Material that is based around ultimate questions such as the purpose of life, death, mystery, insight, good, evil, enlightenment

· Narration, e.g. stories, parables, poetry, wisdom sayings that are essential to a tradition

· Stories and good literature that provoke thought, reflection and insight that can be enjoyed on many levels

· Guidelines for daily living, including religious guidelines that adherents try to observe in their daily lives

· Rituals that re-enact and express religious beliefs and cultural traditions

· Symbols and artefacts that support beliefs and inspire

· Drama, music or dance

· Sharing ideas, achievement, traditions and what is important to the school community

· Pupil participation

· Time for reflection, meditation or prayer.  Ample time should be allowed for this.

Remember: Collective worship and assemblies should be professional, not confessional (intended to convert) or amateur (haphazard and unplanned).  There should be a clear cut-off point between acts of collective worship and assembly notices and activities.

WAYS IN WHICH GOVERNORS CAN SUPPORT R.E. AND COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

A governor might be nominated as the RE and Collective Worship Governor.  This role could also be through a working group.
The governor (or working group) should become familiar with:



The Harrow Agreed Syllabus of Religious Education 2016
The A-Z of School Collective Worship: The school’s application for a “determination” (if it has one)

and consult with:

The RE Coordinator
The Headteacher and others who organise collective worship.

It would be useful if they could attend, from time to time:



Collective worship, especially if it connected with a religious festival;



RE lessons, especially if a visit, visitor or special topic is involved.

Questions that the Governor (Working Party) could ask about Collective Worship

1.    Is there opportunity for all pupils to take part in collective worship every day?

2.    How is it organised?

3.    Is there a variety of approaches in each act of worship (e.g. something to listen

        to, something to look at, something to join in, something to think about? 

4.    Does the school create a special atmosphere for collective worship?

5.    Is there opportunity for pupils to participate?

6.    Is there opportunity for prayer and/or reflection?

7.    What aspects of religion are addressed in collective worship during the term as

        a whole?

8.    Are visitors from local faith communities invited to participate?

9.    Is there respect for the religious integrity of all who attend?

10.    Is collective worship appreciated?

11.    Is collective worship a valuable part of the school’s ethos?

12.    Does collective worship enhance pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural

        development?  

MODEL COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY

………………………………………..School

Context

Although statistics from the 2011 Census are now somewhat out of date they are helpful in illustrating the diversity of the Local Authority.    
Harrow has the highest religious affiliation in England and Wales and is ranked as having the: 

· highest percentage of Hindus (25.3%) 

· highest percentage of Jains (2.2%) 

· second highest percentage of Zoroastrians (0.1%) 

· second lowest percentage of residents declaring No Religion (9.6%).  

The Census data also reveals that 37.3%% of residents have identified themselves as Christian, 12.5% as Muslim, 4.4% as Jewish, 1.1% as Buddhist and 1.2% as Sikh.  
Harrow is also defined by its ethnic profile, having the: 

· second highest percentage of residents of Indian origin (26.4%) and the highest percentage of residents who have described themselves using the category of ‘Other Asian’ (11.3%)  

· highest ranking of residents identifying their country of birth as South and Eastern Africa (9.9%), Kenya (4.9%), Sri Lanka (4.3%) and Romania (2.2%) 

· highest percentage of residents who identified themselves as British only (41.6%), indicating a high degree of integration 

· a significant relocation of Eastern European families into Harrow since 2011.  

  The following religions are represented at …………………………School.

(List the religions represented in the school and approximate proportions of pupils in each religion)

Planning Collective Worship

Planning for collective worship takes place as follows:

(Using bullet points, indicate:
· How the material is drawn up, e.g. on a daily, weekly, termly basis

· An outline of the type of themes that are covered

· How themes relate to religious festivals and areas of the curriculum

· Who is involved in the planning?
· Who leads the assemblies?
· Resources that are used, e.g. published resources and visitors

· Pupil involvement

· How you cater for times of prayer and reflection and the way you help pupils to understand the special status given by religions to God / the Transcendent

· How the collective worship elements of assembly are separated from notices 

(There is a danger that some pupils confuse notices with worship).

Arrangements for daily acts of collective worship

These are the arrangements for the implementation of collective worship at ……………………………….School:

(Using bullet points, indicate: 

· The collective worship timetable for whole school, year and class assemblies

· Where collective worship takes place and at what times

· The arrangements that are made to create a special atmosphere, e.g. music, candles, special festival artefacts.
Statutory withdrawal from Collective Worship

…………………………..School reflects the right of parents to withdraw their children from some or all occasions of collective worship and safeguards this right for staff where appropriate.

· Indicate arrangements that are made when withdrawal is requested.
Collective Worship / Assembly Records

· Indicate how records are kept (these can be very simple, e.g. entry of the date, theme and who led the worship). 

EXAMPLES OF THEMES FOR THE WEEK USED IN SCHOOLS

By using a weekly theme that is reflected in a programme of school, year and class assemblies, a high school is able to fulfil statutory obligations regarding collective worship.  It also provides opportunity for pupils to participate in and lead classroom worship.  

     (With thanks to Hatch End High School)
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THEME FOR THE WEEK

HEALTH & SICKNESS

Monday
Let us feel in our hearts for all those in our College, and any others known to us, who do not enjoy health at the moment.

We wish them the blessing of better health and, if that is not possible, the blessing of cheerful courage in their suffering.

Tuesday
We give thanks for the work of all those who care for the sick, for doctors, nurses, ambulance drivers and all others who help us when we are ill.


May they always find joy in their work.

Wednesday
Let us marvel at the cleverness of those who invent new medicines to make us better


Let us marvel at the goodness of those who care when we are sick.

Thursday
Let us decide that when those closest to us are ill, we will not simply leave them alone or grow impatient with their weakness


We will take the opportunity to show them by our actions that we care.

Friday
Let us delight in the miracle of being alive and well.


Let us forever be ready to use our life and health in ways that help those who are not as strong.

THEME FOR THE WEEK
“LANGUAGE”

Thought for the Day

Monday

Let us be thankful for the gift of language and for all the joy in our lives that comes because we can communicate with each other.

Tuesday


There are hundreds of different languages.


A kind word may have the same effect in everyone.

Wednesday

Because I have language, I can choose to say whatever I want, whenever I want, and also choose when not to say anything at all. 

Let me speak only helpful words today and avoid using my language to hurt anyone.

Thursday

Most people on earth were born to speak a different language from mine, and I would not understand their words.

But I can understand that they are people, like me, with thoughts and hopes like mine.

Friday


If actions speak louder than words, let my whole life speak the language of love.

THEME FOR THE WEEK
“EXPERIENCE”

Thought for the Day

Monday

Is experience the best teacher?  If so, does having the sympathy to feel life as a hundred others must feel it, make me a hundred times as wise?

Tuesday

Let me be thankful for the wondrous fact that I am alive, and I am able to experience the world and other people in my own way, in my own life.

Wednesday

Life moves on, never back, and you cannot experience the same day twice.  You can, though, decide to experience it in your own way: joyfully, gloomily, grudgingly, thankfully. 

Thursday

When people are talking about their own experiences, they almost always tell you about the other people they were with.  Let us give each other good experiences.  We are each other’s experience of life. 

Friday

“What makes us do good, probably the only thing that possibly could make us do good, is the experience of someone else being good to us”.  

THEME FOR THE WEEK
“THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”

Thought for the Day

Monday

“Where there is darkness, let there be light.”

“Where there is sorry, let there be comfort.”

“Where there is need, let me respond.”

Tuesday

“Let me play my own part in bringing light into the world.”

Wednesday

“For all men and women whose lives have brought enlightenment and hope to the world, we give thanks.”

Thursday

“Darkness is the absence of light, and evil is the absence of good.”

“Darkness cannot create light, or anything else but darkness.”

“Light can show what is really there, in all its colours.”

“A good life can show what is really there, in all its glory.”

Friday


“May I find that love is the light of the world, and no darkness can ever put it out.”

Examples of good practice in harrow schools with regard to collective worship and assemblies, as quoted in OFSTED reports

In Primary Schools:

“Important themes such as friendship and our world are examined, and opportunities are provided for pupils to reflect upon their own experiences in meaningful ways.  Spiritual development is enhanced by providing a calm reverential atmosphere and supported by dedicated thinking time when pupils reflect on the main issues addressed in the assembly.  Additionally, some pupils choose to share their thoughts or prayers with the rest of the school by recording their ideas on special paper leaves displayed on a ‘prayer tree’ in the hall”.

“Good quality opportunities for personal reflection are given during assemblies”.

“Assemblies help to develop spiritual awareness.  In one assembly, the particular aim was to help pupils understand that people pray and worship in different ways”.

“Collective worship meets statutory requirements; pupils are encouraged to be reflective and thoughtful.  There are good opportunities planned for pupils to learn about and share in the celebrations of other faiths”.

“Time for the pupils to reflect on their beliefs, values and experiences is provided in the daily assemblies.  The talks in assemblies are effectively explored for spiritual thought or prayer.  For example, in one assembly the headteacher helped pupils focus their thoughts on friendship and gave a clear message to pupils about being a true friend.  Assemblies are used to promote a sense of community and shared values”.

“Assemblies are used to enable pupils to reflect on things that are important in their lives.  In a whole school assembly, pupils were asked to think about the gift they would give their mothers on Mothering Sunday.  Pupils were told that the most important thing to give was love.  Visitors from the local community, as well as parents, occasionally attend assemblies.  They provide further opportunities for pupils to learn about the different world faiths.  Pupils are helped to understand the way feelings and emotions affect their lives”.

“Good use is made of music to create a peaceful atmosphere”.

“Assemblies play a very significant part in the daily life of the community and successfully reinforce and reflect the prevailing calm throughout the school.  They are used successfully to examine important themes; they evoke emotional responses and encourage pupils to reflect upon their own experiences in a meaningful way.  The school is successfully fulfilling its aims to ensure that collective worship is all-embracing and gives opportunities for pupils to explore and reflect on matters of significance and to respect others and themselves”.

“Assemblies are well-planned and professionally managed.  They are based on themes to provide pupils’ personal, spiritual and emotional development.  During collective worship pupils are give time to reflect through prayers, stories and themes.  During the week of the inspection the theme of friendship was introduced and throughout the week in assemblies and in class pupils thought about how to be a friend and discussed ways they could help support each other”.

“Acts of worship are of good quality and make a positive contribution to pupils’ spiritual development.  Pupils are taught to respect and value each other.  They listen attentively to stories from different traditions and begin to understand how others live.  Assemblies include time for silent reflection and pupils respond very well”. 

“School assemblies appropriately support spiritual awareness.  There are thoughtful addresses, which inspire pupils to think of others.  Collective worship meets the requirements and thoughtful periods of reflection are included.  Local faith leaders and parents lead assemblies.  Singing is uplifting”.

“Themes in assemblies have led pupils to learn about their faith and think about and pray for others not as fortunate as themselves and those suffering in world disasters”.

“Pupils are given opportunities to reflect on their lives in all assemblies and a suitably respectful and spiritual atmosphere is created through lit candles, flowers and artefacts.  During one assembly there were audible gasps of wonder and excitement when the assembly leader showed pupils a magnificent carving of the holy family”.

“Assemblies offer an opportunity to reflect through silent thought, prayer and uplifting singing.  The school is good at finding opportunities to make pupils feel special and to reflect on their own feelings and values”.

“Assemblies provide ample opportunities for pupils to reflect on their own actions and put themselves ‘in the shoes’ of others”.

“The school celebrates religious festivals like Diwali with a big assembly, in which parents take part and pupils have the opportunity to eat food from other cultures and wear their special clothes.  Opportunities are provided for all pupils, at the beginning and end of each day, to have a quiet reflection time.  In one class the teacher puts on pleasant, calming music and then says a few words about the rain, the flowers growing and the birds singing.  The teacher encourages the pupils to sign the key words: ‘sun’, ‘rain’, ‘flowers’ and ‘birds’.  Those who can, repeat the words out loud.  Then the pupils are asked to sit quietly, close their eyes, breathe deeply and listen to the music.  The pupils are clearly familiar with this routine, and they relax and appreciate the tranquil atmosphere”.

(Special School) 

“Pupils contribute to assemblies with prepared presentations, and this underlines their confidence.  The Headteacher and Deputy give effective meditations and interesting presentations, which focus on a carefully sequenced plan of themes.  Appropriate time is allowed for reflection.  Pupils sing well and disperse with impressive calm order and remain interested throughout”.

“Pupils are actively encouraged to reflect on the spiritual aspects of life through considering such things as revelations and such ideas as challenge and freedom.  Difficult concepts are made accessible to pupils through the use of interesting visual stimuli.  For example, pupils think about the challenge to a blue tit of building a nest where there are predatory cats.  They look at a tit’s nest and imagine the perseverance need to build it in such difficult circumstances.  Good links are made with the kind of challenges pupils can face and the inner reserves needed to deal with these”.

“Whole school assemblies are planned that make a valuable contribution to the spiritual development of pupils.  They are broadly Christian in character, whilst on occasions celebrating features of other faiths and cultures, such as the celebration of the Chinese New Year.  This has a background of Buddhism, makes good use of artefacts, includes various cultural aspects and teaches children the Chinese New Year greeting.  One ongoing theme on the holocaust and its aftermath, uses Jewish music, includes a visit from Eva Schloss, step sister of Anne Frank, and gives pupils time to talk to each other on how to attain reconciliation, in the context of Jesus’ teachings that we should love one another.  Good use is made in assemblies of a wide range hymns and spiritual songs, which the pupils sing well, and there is time for quiet reflection.  At Christmas, pupils join in a carol service at the local parish church and there are other events related to the Christian calendar, such as preparation for an Easter garden, especially enjoyed by Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic pupils”. 

The theme for one week was ‘Environment’.  Year 6 pupils gave a stunning display of the latest fashion items, which they had designed and made themselves from recycled and consumable materials.  Stories were told to reinforce this idea and a prayer was read”.

“Reflection is always part of collective worship.  Opportunities are provided to give pupils insights into values and beliefs and reflect on spiritual experiences.  Opportunities are given for pupils to explore their religious beliefs within the context of such religious celebrations as Diwali, Eid, Hanukah and Remembrance Day”.

“Assemblies make a particularly strong contribution to pupils’ spiritual development.  Opportunities for pupils to reflect spiritually are very good and sometimes excellent, with a definite sense of reverence and special occasion.  Aspects such as the beauty of expressive language in literature, the wonders of science, and the richness of art and music are well developed”.

In High Schools

“Assembly themes for the year are published in the link book which encourages pupils to contribute ideas related to the theme in tutor assemblies.  The themes are highlighted on an electronic notice board”.

“An assembly dealt very sensibly and effectively with the recent death of a member of staff and encouraged all pupils present to reflect quietly on their feelings”.

“The spiritual quality of assemblies and the daily prayer in registration contributes to the school’s aim of deepening the faith of pupils in a Roman Catholic High School”.

“Assemblies are planned to offer a range of topics for pupils’ reflection and stories are drawn from a whole range of faiths and philosophies”.

(Special School)

“The well-planned assembly timetable includes topics that recognise and celebrate different religious festivals as well as moral and social issues.  Furthermore, the provision of a prayer room for Muslim pupils provides a valuable opportunity for pupils to practice their daily worship”.

“Assemblies are valued by students as important occasions.  Sensitivity, skill in presentation and the use of music enhance their value”.

USEFUL WEBSITES FOR COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

National Religious Education Centres (useful for worship materials)

RE online

http://www.reonline.org.uk/site-search/?search-site=collective+worship
https://www.primaryworks.co.uk/product-category/assemblies/assemblies-bundles/
https://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/current/
Worship / Spirituality

Awareness, Mystery and Values

http://amv.ex.ac.uk/ 

Taize

http://www.taize.fr
Collective worship a RE-XS

http://re-rs.ucsm.ac.uk/schools/cupboard/hod/
Interfaith stories

http://www.sin.org.uk/storyboard
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Example of a letter to parents seeking their views


On whether or not a school should have a determination





See questions T and U








School notepaper


Dear Parents,





COLLECTIVE WORSHIP





As you know, the Government requires all schools to organise daily collective worship (part of an assembly) for all registered pupils.  The guidance given by the Government to schools states that collective worship should be “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”, which is appropriate for the ages, aptitudes and backgrounds of the pupils in the school.





If collective worship that is “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character” is not appropriate for the family backgrounds represented in the school, the headteacher and governors can apply to the Harrow Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE) for permission to drop this requirement.  The daily programme of collective worship that a school could organise, if such permission were given, might give equal balance to the religions represented in the school or enable pupils to meet in faith groups from time to time.





At…………………………………………………School, we are considering applying for permission to drop the phrase “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character” to organise collective worship that will …………………………………………………………………………………………





(Say how you propose to organise collective worship)





We want to consult with parents before taking this step and would be grateful if you would complete the enclosed slip.  Please contact me at school if you have any further questions.





Yours sincerely,














Headteacher














Application to Harrow SACRE to lift or modify the requirement of the Education Reform Act 1988 and Education Act 1993 that collective worship should be “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character.”  This is known in law as a “determination.”





IN COLLECTIVE WORSHIP








THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
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