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A network of interlinked multi-
purpose open spaces with 
good connections to the 
areas where people live and 
work, public transport, the 
green belt and the Thames.



All London Green Grid - Methodology



Programme objectives



• Promoting the greenbelt 
as part of Harrow’s 
strengths 

• Providing and promoting 
connected green routes to 
green belt  and open space 
for walkers and cyclists

• Addressing severance 
caused by transport 
corridors in key locations

1 Access to open space



2 Access to nature

• Increasing ecological 
diversity in Harrow’s parks 
and open spaces

• Making more use of 
streams in open spaces for 
habitat creation 

• Raising the profile of 
streams in the Borough, and 
improving paths along them

Tokyngton Park, Brent



3 Managing flood risk and urban heat island

• Increasing the water 
storage capacity of streams 
in open spaces

• Naturalising canalised 
streams to slow run off

• Increasing tree and 
vegetation cover,  to absorb 
surface water and cool 
climate

• Encouraging use of 
sustainable urban drainage 
solutions 



4 Making connections 

• Improving  quality,  
providing continuous 
cycling and walking routes 
to and through green space

• Celebrating and revealing 
Harrow’s  green 
infrastructure, places and 
paths, and promoting the 
green grid for leisure and 
transport



5 Enhanced visitor offer and local distinctiveness 

• Celebrating Harrow’s  
heritage, and making 
connections to cultural 
destinations through the  
green grid for leisure and 
transport



6 Healthy communities 

• Celebrating and revealing 
Harrow’s  spaces for sport & 
recreation, and  
encouraging cycling and 
walking to them

• Promoting, and improving 
facilities for walking and 
cycling in the green grid for 
leisure, active recreation, 
and transport



7 Productive landscape 

• Celebrating  and continuing 
Harrow’s commitment to 
provision of allotments in the 
Borough to promote growth.
• Fostering  commercial 
investment in, and community 
access to productive 
landscapes, to promote 
sustainable food production, 
healthy eating, education & 
training.



8 Skills and training 

• Encouraging diversity in 
management  and horticultural 
practices in Harrow’s parks 
and open spaces, to support 
opportunities for green skills 
sector training.
• Engaging with skills training 
providers and the voluntary 
sector using the Green Grid 
framework ,to structure 
interventions in open space 
improvement towards a clear 
end vision

Young people gaining 
qualifications in 
landscape 
management and 
grounds maintenance  
in  ELGG Bexley 
(Groundwork 
London)



Harrow has a wealth of  
green  infrastructure 
resources. It has substantial  
areas of  accessible green 
belt along its northern 
boundary.  

Its residential suburban 
streets are largely tree-lined, 
many with wide pavements,  
green verges and little 
traffic. 

There are many mature well 
maintained public parks, 
sports fields and well kept 
allotments. 

The Borough has access to 
three rivers, the Brent, 
Colne and Crane . 

Area description / Overview



Harrow’s green spaces 
does not currently read as a 
network.  

Suburban street patterns 
can be disorientating, and 
many green spaces are 
hidden from view. 

There are few linking walks 
or routes.

Local people may not be 
aware of, or know how to 
access open space, except 
by car. 

Area description / Green Space Networks



Despite containing a large 
number of green open 
spaces, parts of the 
Borough have been 
identified as deficient in 
public parks/open space.  

This is due partly to 
restricted access to private 
land, and also to severance 
by roads and railway lines. 

Area description / Deficiencies



Harrow’s public open 
spaces have relatively 
limited ecological diversity 
compared with other 
boroughs  - much of the 
public open space is given 
over to amenity grassland.

Streams are pushed to the 
margins of green spaces or 
contained in concrete 
channels, with limited 
wetland  and riparian flora 
or fauna. 

Street trees have been 
selected in many cases  for 
ornamental rather than 
ecological value.

Area description / Nature conservation



• Supporting growth by 
promoting Harrow’s profile as 
a Green Belt Borough, 15 
minutes to central London.
• strengthening connections 
for walking and cycling via 
green infrastructure to the 
green belt within the Borough 
and beyond.
•Raising the profile of  
Harrow’s green spaces and 
the concept of a linked green 
grid.
• Increasing the ecological 
quality &variety  in Harrow ‘s 
green spaces by making more 
of rivers and streams, and 
encouraging diverse 
management  regimes
• Increasing public access to 
private land, particularly in 
areas of  deficiency, and to 
make strategic links.

Strategic Opportunities / Supporting growth



Strategic Opportunities / Connections
• Supporting growth by 
promoting Harrow’s profile as 
a Green Belt Borough, 15 
minutes to central London.
• Strengthening connections 
for walking and cycling via 
green infrastructure to the 
green belt within the Borough 
and beyond.
• Raising the profile of  
Harrow’s green spaces and 
the concept of a linked green 
grid.
• Increasing the ecological 
quality &variety  in Harrow ‘s 
green spaces by making more 
of rivers and streams, and 
encouraging diverse 
management regimes
• Increasing public access to 
private land, particularly in 
areas of deficiency, and to 
make strategic links.



Strategic Opportunities / Ecological diversity
• Supporting growth by 
promoting Harrow’s profile as 
a Green Belt Borough, 15 
minutes to central London.
• Strengthening connections 
for walking and cycling via 
green infrastructure to the 
green belt within the Borough 
and beyond.
• Raising the profile of  
Harrow’s green spaces and 
the concept of a linked green 
grid.
• Increasing the ecological 
quality &variety  in Harrow ‘s 
green spaces by making more 
of rivers and streams, and 
encouraging diverse 
management regimes
• Increasing public access to 
private land, particularly in 
areas of deficiency, and to 
make strategic links.



Strategic Opportunities / Public access
• Supporting growth by 
promoting Harrow’s profile as 
a Green Belt Borough, 15 
minutes to central London.
• Strengthening connections 
for walking and cycling via 
green infrastructure to the 
green belt within the Borough 
and beyond.
• Raising the profile of  
Harrow’s green spaces and 
the concept of a linked green 
grid.
• Increasing the ecological 
quality &variety  in Harrow ‘s 
green spaces by making more 
of rivers and streams, and 
encouraging diverse 
management regimes
• Increasing public access to 
private land, particularly in 
areas of deficiency, and to 
make strategic links.



Vision for Harrow Green Grid
• Supporting growth by 
promoting Harrow’s profile as 
a Green Belt Borough, 15 
minutes to central London.
• Strengthening connections 
for walking and cycling via 
green infrastructure to the 
green belt within the Borough 
and beyond.
• Raising the profile of  
Harrow’s green spaces and 
the concept of a linked green 
grid.
• Increasing the ecological 
quality &variety  in Harrow ‘s 
green spaces by making more 
of rivers and streams, and 
encouraging diverse 
management regimes
• Increasing public access to 
private land, particularly in 
areas of deficiency, and to 
make strategic links.
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Emerging Projects 1
11.1 BELMONT TRAIL
Completion of pedestrian and 
cycle path linking central Harrow 
with the Greenbelt. 

11.2 WESTERN RIVERS
Manage waterways to increase 
biodiversity and encourage wider 
recreational use by 
strengthening links to the 
Greenbelt and local destinations.

11.3 RIVER BRENT/CANON 
PARK
Biodiversity works and path 
network along Edgware Brook 
and in adjacent open spaces.

11.4 GREENBELT
Management plans and projects 
addressing biodiversity

11.5 TREE PLANTING
Extensive borough-wide planting 
programme, with visual and 
ecological value. 



Project definition
11.1 BELMONT TRAIL
Completion of pedestrian and 
cycle path linking central Harrow 
with the Greenbelt. 

11.2 WESTERN RIVERS
Manage waterways to increase 
biodiversity and encourage wider 
recreational use by 
strengthening links to the 
Greenbelt and local destinations.

11.3 RIVER BRENT/CANON 
PARK
Biodiversity works and path 
network along Edgware Brook 
and in adjacent open spaces.

11.4 GREENBELT
Management plans and projects 
addressing biodiversity

11.5 TREE PLANTING
Extensive borough-wide planting 
programme, with visual and 
ecological value. 



Project Identification List



Project theme - The Belmont Trail 
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Next Steps 

• Cabinet approval for consultation
• CLG/Managers forum presentations - December 
• Capital/funding bids for projects 2011/12
• Targeted consultation with stakeholders 
December to March

• Revised Green Grid prepared and adopted 
March/April 2011

• Project and programme alignment from April 
2011
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